
PAGE SPORTS PROMOTIONS

2013 RUIDOSO SOFTBALL LEAGUE RULES

**
Area Directors are appointed by USSSA State Director-Bert Frederick


Local Umpire in Chief is appointed by Local Area Director-Billy Page

Umpire in Chief –  Billy Page




      575-378-9810


Parks and Recreation Office                            
 

      575-257-5030

Area Director - Billy  and Patsy Page

 

      575-378-9810

** 
Each team will have a representative to attend the meetings. This representative will be allowed 
to vote on any matters which require a vote.  If representative isn’t present he/she will not get to 
vote.  All matters will go through Page Sports Promotions.

** 
Please be aware that Bert Frederick, USSSA State Director, has made it clear to me that he 
will not get involved with any conflicts in our league play. Unless they concern a threat 
either verbally or physically to an Umpire or Area Director. He has also asked that only the 
Area Director call him concerning any USSSA matters at the state level. Any questions for 
Bert should be made through Area Directors only.
**
Everyone has fulltime jobs, so let’s all be considerate of each other. Unless it is an 

emergency, let’s wait till after 4pm to call about cancellations and etc.

RULES FOR LOCAL LEAGUES:
All USSSA state rules apply unless modified within:
1.
NUMBER OF TEAMS PER LEAGUE :
MEN’S:             
Minimum 4 teams

WOMEN’S:      
Minimum 4 teams

COED:

Minimum 4 teams

2.
ENTRY FEE:

$350.00 PER TEAM WHEN PLAYING 21 PLUS GAMES PER TEAM 
$250.00 PER TEAM WHEN PLAYING 20 OR LESS GAMES PER TEAM


Men’s League: The 1st 1/2 of all fees must be paid by April 2, 2013.  All remaining fees must be paid in full by April 16, 2013, along with Coaches Information and Roster. Only teams who have paid their league fee by April 16, 2013 will be scheduled for league play to begin on April 23, 2013.
Women’s League: The 1st 1/2 of all fees must be paid by April 29, 2013. All remaining fees must be paid in full by May 13, 2013, along with Coaches Information and Roster. Only teams who have paid league fee by May 13, 2013, will be scheduled for league play to begin on May 20, 2013. (Tentative……..)
COED:  
Entry fee: 1st 1/2 must be paid by May 29, 2013 along with Coaches Information and Roster. All remaining fee must be paid by  June 12, 2013. Only teams who have paid league fee by June 12, 2013 will be scheduled for league play on June 19, 2013. (Tentative…….)
3.  
TEAM ROSTERS:   

a. Official league rosters must have original signatures by all players, and must be turned into Page Sports Promotions by the date stated in #2 above. Roster Names must match Drivers License First/Last Name ONLY, no middle name, initials or jr or sr needed.
b.
All Teams that are interested in Team Insurance must be paid in full by April 16, 2013 to receive the group discount, there must be at least (6) teams involved.  The savings per team with the discount will be $49.00.

d.
“New” Players must be announced to Page Sports Promotions and may be added to the roster, but must give the opposing team 2 points per player. New player must also sign official roster with Waiver of Liability Form prior to playing in any game. An emergency addition may be approved by Page Sports Promotions to avoid any forfeits or reschedules, with the 2 points given to the opposing team.( Or if they choose to sit out one game, but must be in the dugout instead of giving the opposing team 2 points.)
e.
Add-ons and Drops are limited to 2 each and must be completed by USSSA Rules. 



Rosters are limited to 20 players. A player may change teams one (1) time during league 



play.

f. 
If after two (2) add-on’s have occurred Page Sports Promotions has the discretion to allow an additional player to replace an injured player who can no longer play in the league.
g.
Team rosters shall be frozen two weeks prior to league tourney.


h.
Each team member must sign their own name on the Official USSSA roster form.  



Players under 18 must complete a parental consent form. 

i. 
All teams will be USSSA sanctioned.  Sanctioning fees are included in entry fee.

             j.         
All teams going to any sanctioned USSSA tournaments must go through the Area  

           

Director to enter all tournaments. NO EXCEPTIONS.

k.
Out of town players are allowed to play in the league, as long as they are on the roster as 


stated on Section 3 (D) above or are on the original roster from the start of the league.

4.
PLAYER LIMITS:

a.  
ALL LEAGUES: Teams must have 8 players to start a game. Additional players from your team may be added during any inning to the bottom of the lineup, (up to 2 players). (No extra hitters can be added). If picking up players from another team, 2 run equalizer per player, will be given to the opposing team. When/if your players arrive during the game you must substitute your players for the added players. (Stipulation: 2 run equalizer per player, is still in effect even when added players are replaced by own teams players.)
b.
COED: 
Teams can play with more Women than Men, up to 10 players only.
5.
AGE LIMITS:
a. ADULT LEAGUES: Seventeen (17) year old players and under must have a signed waiver by a legal guardian and proof of insurance.  If the underage player does not have personal insurance then the team in which he or she plays on must purchase the insurance provided by the league.

b. Helmets are mandatory for sixteen (16) years old and under and are recommended by the Page Sports Promotions Softball League for seventeen (17) year olds.

c. Seventeen (17) year olds and younger cannot play at the pitchers position.

6.    
TEAM INSURANCE: 

a.
The Village of Ruidoso strongly encourages that teams purchase their own team insurance. See Page Sports Promotions for details.  Teams will be required to fill out Waiver / Liability form.

b.
Officials are responsible for their own insurance coverage.

7.
GAME NIGHTS:
a.
MEN:

Tuesday’s & Thursday’s Night’s
WOMENS:
Monday Night’s
COED:

Wednesday Night’s and Monday’s (depending on # of teams entered)
b. 
League tournaments shall be played on the following days.

WOMENS:
Week after league ends (Monday, Wednesday & Monday)




MENS:

Week after league ends (Monday-Friday)

c.
COED:
 
Week after league ends (Wednesday-Monday)

8.
GAME TIME:
a.
ADULT LEAGUES: Each game 50 minute time limit

             b. 
Only first game will be granted a 10 minute grace period.





c. 
If both teams agree, games may begin sooner then scheduled time. 



d.
1st game 6:30pm, 2nd game 7:30pm, 3rd game 8:30pm.


e.
Run Rule (20 after 3 innings, 15 after 4 innings, 10 after 5 innings).

f.
No Flip Flop Rule for League Play.

.

9. 
WARM UPS:
a.
 If Field C is not occupied it may be used on a first come first serve basis (NO LIGHTS!!).
10.
PRACTICE:
SORRY NO LIGHTS!!!!!!
a.
(Only one 1 ½ hr practice per team will be allowed during the week or a 2 hr slot on weekends - until league begins, unless another team has canceled out. Scrimmages are allowed as long as they are done within their scheduled practice time). Coaches should call by April 1, 2013, to designate times, thereafter; teams may schedule additional practice nights if time slots are available.

**The Last Team to Practice must lock the gate behind them**

Times available (Until League Begins, Fields A and B only):

Weekdays - 
(1 ½ hr slots) 5:00-6:30 pm and 6:30-8:00 pm

Weekends - 
(2hr slots) 8:00-10am; 10-12pm; 12:00-2:00pm; 2:00-4:00pm; 4:00-




6:00pm; 6:00 - 8:00 pm
b.
Youth teams will practice daily on C Field Only.
11.
POSTPONING A GAME:


a.
POSTPONING GAMES IS STRONGLY DISCOURAGED! To postpone any league game there must be at least a 24-hour notice to Page Sports Promotions.  Page Sports Promotions will contact opposing team and umpires. Only one night of games can be postponed. 
b.
No league tournament games may be postponed. 

c.
Teams may have the option to forfeit first game of tournament and still be eligible to play in the loser’s bracket of the tournament if they are there by their second game.  However, we ask that coaches contact Page Sports Promotions if doing so.

12.
MAKE UPS:
a.
Make up games will be made up on the next available make up day (as early as, Wednesday, Friday or Sunday of the same week). This will be based on the order of previous cancellations or the discretion of Page Sports Promotions.  Doing so will allow us to have league completed by State Tournament to give the proper berths. 
b.
Page Sports Promotions has the discretion to use Field "C" for make-ups at any day of the week. (Only if umpires are available).
13.
FORFEITS:
a.
Forfeiting teams must pay $26 for 2 umpires, $20 for 1 umpire, forfeiting fee to Page Sports Promotions for Umpires scheduled before they may play their next game, with NO make up game. 

b. 
Emergency Forfeit can be made up at the discretion of Page Sports Promotions. 

c.
The forfeit team is responsible for paying the League the full fee for both teams, $26.00 for 2 umpires $20.00 for 1 umpire, before their next game.  Payment must be given to Page Sports Promotions.
14.
CANCELLATION OF GAMES:

a.
In case of bad weather, Page Sports Promotions has the discretion to call off any games prior to game time, thereafter See USSSA Rule Book (R4.S2) 

b. Determination of cancellation will not be determined until 4:00 pm.  Notice will be placed on the radio and the answering machine.

b. If a game has been canceled it is up to Page Sports Promotions to contact the UIC and all team coaches scheduled to play.

**Check website for cancellation of games**

www.ballcharts.com/ruidosousssa
15.  
PROTESTS:

a.
A fee of $50 must be paid at time of protest to the Softball Board of Directors. (NO FEE, NO PROTEST). Protests must be made during the game and not after the game. Game will be played as is and then taken to the Page Sports Promotions for review.  (Protests will not be heard concerning judgment calls.)

b.
Protest will be handled according to ruling in USSSA Rule Book.

c.
League will follow 24-hour time limit rather then 48 hour maximum stated in rule.                                      

(R4.S11.B.)

16. 
UMPIRES:
a.
Fees for Adult League will be: 
2 umpires - $13.00 per team, paid before game can start
1 umpire -   $10.00 per team, paid before game can start                                
b.
If game starts with one umpire it will finish with one umpire.

c.
All umpires must be sanctioned through USSSA.

d.
All umpire complaints must be submitted to Page Sports Promotions in written form.

e.
Umpires will flip for home team at the start of each game.

f.
UIC must keep records of games and umpires calling tournament games. Records shall be turned into Page Sports Promotions at their request and after the season.

17. 
SUSPENSIONS & EJECTIONS:

a.
EJECTIONS will be handled as follows:

1st ejection - 
Out of the game and out of sight and sound with a $50.00 fine 


and must sit out in the dugout of the next game.

2nd ejection - 
Out for the season. 

**All Fines must be paid before a player is allowed to play again**

Please remember that it is now a forth degree felony, if a player or a coach threatens or makes physical contact with, an umpire, Softball Directors, player or coach.

18.
PLAYER CONDUCT:

a. All players should attempt to wear standard softball attire.

b.   
Any issues concerning a player’s conduct will be brought to the Page Sports Promotions and will be addressed immediately.

**There will be ZERO tolerance for unsportsmanlike conduct for the league and tournaments.**  

19. 
HOME RUN RULE: 

a.
1 for 1


20. 
SOFTBALLS:


a.
League teams will hit their own USSSA stamped ball.  Balls must be Classic USSSA 


approved balls only.  Softballs will be sold by Page Sports Promotions for $5 each or $6.
b. 
Each team is responsible for furnishing a game ball at each game. 

c.
Coed balls must be Classic USSSA softballs.
d.
$1.00 shall be the amount for a returned ball to each team.  Any team keeping other team balls will be required to furnish the other team new ones

21. 
LEAGUE STANDINGS:


a. League winners will be determined as follow: 







1.) By best winning record, then by






2.) Winner of the heads-on game, then by





3.) Least runs scored against you.

4.) Flip a coin.

b.
Coaches should make sure that team’s scores are properly recorded with official’s and 

with Page Sports Promotions after every game.
c.
Seeding for league tournaments will be determined by league standings. 

d.
League tournaments will be a “double elimination”.

e.
Teams are responsible to keep their own books.  Home team is the official book.
22.
AWARDS: 


a.
LEAGUE - 


MENS:

Team Trophy or Plaque for 1st and 2nd Place


WOMENS:
Team Trophy or Plaque 1st and 2nd Place


COED:

Team Trophy or Plaque 1st and 2nd Place

 b.
MEN’S & WOMENS LEAGUE TOURNEY -


1st Place:
15-Individual Awards

2nd Place:
15-Individual Awards 

23.
STATE BERTHS:

a. 1st and 2nd Place teams in the leagues will receive state berths.

24.
LEAGUE ROSTERS

a. League Rosters will be frozen two (2) weeks prior to the league Tournament

Additions to Rules:

25.
State law:


It is now a forth degree felony if any player, coach, manager of fan 
threatens or makes physical contact with any, league official, umpire or 
official, other players or coaches. This will be in place along with the 
USSSA rules of disbarment.
