


SENIOR GIANTS 
PROVINCIAL CHAMPS!! 



On July 19th, the Elmwood Senior Giants won the 
Manitoba Senior AA Provincials in Stonewall. After los-
ing 7-6 to the host Stonewall Blue Jays in the first 
game, they proceeded to defeat Brandon and Border 
East to finish second in their pool. They went on to de-
feat the Teulon Cardinals in the semis and Border West 
in the championship final. This means they will repre-
sent Manitoba in next year’s Western Championship in 
Saskatoon. 
 
The Seniors got outstanding pitching from Chris Le-
may, Phil Siemens, Marc Boullion and Kaleb Pratt. 
Kevin Reimer did an outstanding job behind the plate 
and Curtis Briscoe led the team in hitting. 
 
In league play, the Giants have one game remaining, 
and a victory will clinch first place for the squad. 

Senior Giants  
Regular Season Report 



Major Sponsors 



President’s Reception 
For the past several years, the Giants have held a re-
ception for our Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame induc-
tees.  This year's reception was held on May 22 at the 
Elmwood Legion and for the first time, an invitation was 
extended to all alumni and friends. The reception paid 
tribute to Bill Kinley and Bob Smith, who were inducted 
to the Hall of Fame on June 6. Both the President's Re-
ception and the Induction Ceremony were well-attended 
events. 
 
Bud Spud & Steak 
This year's event was held on Saturday June 13 at My-
Bar (Regent CanadInns) and was a huge success! It is 
estimated that 200 people attended the event. Thank 
you to everyone who donated silent auction prizes. 
 
Giants History Slideshow 
Al Kinley and alumnus Rick Dondo have spear-headed 
the compilation of decades worth of photographs and 
newspaper clippings for a slideshow of the history of the 
Elmwood Giants.  The slideshow was on display at the 
President's Reception and at the Bud Spud & Steak. We 
are still looking for pictures of players and teams from 
every era to add to the collection. If you have pictures, 
please let Al Kinley (338-9603) know. 
 
Buying a Car? 
If you buy a car through a Birchwood Auto Group deal-
ership, present a voucher from the Giants and Birch-
wood will donate $100 to the Elmwood organization.  
Contact Gord Menzies at 257-3553 for vouchers. 



Junior Giants  
Regular Season Report 

The Elmwood Juniors finished their regular season with 
a record of 14-11.  The team was in the race for first 
place right up until the last few games of the season, 
but wound up finishing third.  The St. Boniface Legion-
naires edged out the Altona Bisons for the league pen-
nant, earning a trip to the Nationals in Trois-Rivières, 
PQ August 6-9. 
 
The Juniors met the Pembina Valley Orioles in the 
playoff quarter finals and squeaked out a 1-0 win in 
the fifth and deciding game of the series. They are cur-
rently tied 1-1 in the best-of-five semis with Altona. 
The winner will challenge St. Boniface at the end of 
August for the MJBL championship.  
 
The pitching staff, led by veteran Bryan McIntyre, has 
been spectacular this season.  However, inconsistent 
hitting has meant a lack of run support in close games.   
 
The Juniors hope to find their stride in time for the 
middle of August when they will host the Western Ca-
nadian Baseball Championship (August 14-16). Come 
cheer on the Giants as they compete in what is sure to 
be a great weekend of baseball! 



KILDONAN 

The Mudcats unfortunately lost to the Giants in 
a playoff and did not advance to the AA provin-
cials. Team Leader and pitching ace Mike Zurba 
was the first selection in the draft for pickups 
and was selected by Stonewall. 
 
In league play, the Mudcats could finish any-
where from 4th to 6th in the standings. They 
have been bolstered by the return of left-
handed pitcher Josh Voth. Along with veterans 
Aaron Hildebrand, Chris Leclerc, Ryan Kuldys, 
Vaughn Friesen, Jeremy Voth, Chris Kerr, Dave 
Tallieu, Ryan Bartle and Russ Shine, they should 
have a strong playoff run. The team will com-
pete August 7-9 in Wawanesa in the Senior A 
provincials. 

Senior Mudcats 
Regular Season Report 



Reg Chopp 
Played for the Giants in the early 50’s.  Played on 
Elmwood’s championship Juvenile team in 1951 
and with the Elmwood Juniors in 1952 and 1953.  
In 1954, starred with Moose Jaw in the Sas-
katchewan semi-pro league.  Was a league all-
star and batted .321, fifth best in the league.  
Later played with CUAC, St. Boniface and the Fort 
Whyte tournament team.  Was inducted into the 
Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame as a member of 
the Fort Whyte team and later as an individual.  
Has helped the Elmwood Giants in recent years by being our 
leading Cash Calendar seller for the past three years. 

Bryan Hodgson 
His involvement in baseball began at  Gateway  
Community Centre.  Moved up to the AAA level 
with Red River Valley and then with the Giants. 
Has served as coach/manager of Giants teams 
at the Midget, Junior and Senior levels, winning 
provincial championships with all three, includ-
ing this year’s 2009 Senior AA championship. 

Managed the Senior Giants to the Western Canada Champion-
ship in 2002. Since the early 90’s, has served on the Board of 
Directors, including a time as club president. Currently serves 
as Secretary and Bingo Chairman. Has played a key role in the 
success of the organization on and off the field. 



Bev Fisher 
Coached at the North Kildonan Community 
Club in the 70’s. His North Kildonan Cobras 
were the last local Bantam team to win a pro-
vincial championship in 1977. Coached Midget 
with Bonivital and Elmwood, Junior with River 
East and Elmwood, and Senior with Elmwood. 
Has won numerous city and provincial titles 
and currently coaches the Winnipeg Wolf. Has 
served on the Giants Board of Directors since the 1980’s and more 
than anyone, is responsible for the fine facility we play on today. 
With his engineering background, has served as project manager 
for all of our field upgrades. Continues to be our hardest field 
worker, putting all the young guys to shame. Was inducted into the 
Manitoba Baseball Honour Society in 2002. 

Mike Krykewich 
Played his minor ball in Grandview, Manitoba. 
Joined the Elmwood Juniors in the early 80’s 
and played with the Senior Giants until the mid 
90’s. Coached with the Elmwood Juniors and 
Midgets.  Has become one of the top amateur 
baseball coaches in Manitoba. Has coached 
numerous provincial teams and development 
teams. Coaching this season with the Winni-
peg Wolf, the Canada Summer Games team, 
and the Sanford Collegiate high school team. 

One of Manitoba’s top coaching certification instructors. Sits on the 
executive committee of the Manitoba Junior Baseball League and on 
the Elmwood Board of Directors. Over the years, “Krack” stories have 
become legendary in baseball circles. Truly one of the “characters” in 
Elmwood history. 

*background picture of 
Giants Field in 1940’s 



Anniverasaries 
The year 2009 marks the 100th anniversary of Elm-
wood's first championship. In 1909, the Giants won 
the Winnipeg Intermediate Championship.  The or-
ganizer of the team was player/coach Dan McLennan. 

Back Row: Jim Shannon, Jake Gates, Alex McLennan, Chum Nevilles, William Siddall 
Front Row: Dan McLennan, Tom Shannon, Tom Wilcox, Alex Irvin, Brownie Gate-

sHol 

The core of this team went on to win the Senior 
Championship in 1911 and 1912. 



This year is also the 30th anniversary of the Junior 
Giants provincial championship in 1979. 



Back Row: Joe Carriere, Harry Kopeschny, John Braund, Jim McDonald,  
Rick Gariepy, Bill Kinley 

Middle Row: Bob Kinley, Terry Kirlin, Bill Sandulak, Rick Bozyk, Dale Horton,  
Thom Wolstencroft, Ross Kinley 

Front Row: Joe Sandryk, Maurice Mott, Gord Nychuk, Roy Lee, Jim Kollesavich, 
Jerry Brisson, Gary Boutang 

Missing: Al Kinley, Dave Adams, Jerry Ahlford, Ken Lowry, Ken Barry, Gary 
MacKinnon, Tod Vanderhyde 

The year 2009 also marks the 30th anniversary of the 
reformation of the Elmwood Giants Senior team. They 
played in the Redboine Senior League from 1979 to 
1997. They won 6 pennants, were in 12 league finals, 
won 1 Redboine championship, and won 1 Frank 
Richardson Trophy (Senior AAA provincial champion-
ship). They represented Manitoba three times in the 
Western Canadian championship (winning two silver 
medals) and once in the Canadian championship. 
 
During the 80’s, the Giants were fan favourites on the 
tournament trail. They always put on a good show 
and won over many fans. Each year they had numer-
ous tournament wins in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
North Dakota. 



Back Row: Gord Paull (Coach), Stephan Zurstegge, Greg Lavis, Jared Hall, Trevor 
Kidd, Lance Brown, Brad Lutz, Kalam Paull, Dave Olsen (Coach) 

Front Row: Cam Steuart, Chris Cote, _________, Casey Cameron, Travis 
Simonson, Rob Backhardt 

Finally, 2009 is also the 20th anniversary of the Elm-
wood Giants Midget provincial championship in 1989. 
The team was coached by Dave Olsen and Gord Paull. 
Bryan Hodgson was the manager. 



Mystery Team... 
Can you help identify the team below, or better yet, the 
players in the picture??  If so, please contact Al Kinley. 
 
 
 



Giants Field Schedule 
Koskie Field has been a very busy place this year. 
During the regular season, the Red River Valley 
Midgets played on Mondays, followed by the Mud-
cats on Tuesdays, the Juniors on Wednesdays, and 
the Seniors on Thursdays. The club also welcomed 
the Winnipeg Wolf to our field, who played and 
practiced on Saturday afternoons. 
 
The Wolf is an independent development team of 15 
and 16 year olds operated by Dave Olsen. They 
have a great coaching staff that includes Bev Fisher, 
Duane Boutang, Mike Krykewich, Phil Habeck, and 
Curtis Briscoe. 
 
Cash Caledars 
Once again, Dominos Pizza has teamed up with the 
Elmwood organization as the major sponsor for this 
year’s Cash Calendar fundraiser.  The calendars sell 
for $10 each and include five great coupon deals 
from Dominos.  Every day in November 2009, a 
name will be drawn for a cash prize, including a 
grand prize of $1000 drawn on November 30!   Cal-
endars will be mailed out soon to friends and 
alumni.  We thank you in advance for support in 
making our biggest fundraiser a success! 



mjbl.ca wsbl.ca 


