SOUTHWEST SENIOR BASEBALL LEAGUE

2016 CONSTITUTION
· Teams wishing to take part in the Southwest Baseball League must be represented at the annual meeting. Teams not present for the spring meeting will be fined $50.00.

· Any new teams making applications to be accepted into the league must attain 70% acceptance from the other teams.

· League fees will be $250.00. Player fees will be $30.00 and Coaching fees will be $30.00. Minor-aged players shall be listed on the official MBA roster sheet but no fees will be paid. Affiliated players may be used at any time. The Team Bond remains at $100.00 for new teams entering the league.

· Fee deadline is June 1st. All rosters and monies should be in the hands of the league executive by this date.
· All games will be 7 innings in league play and the playoffs. A legal game will be 5 innings. In a rainout situation before the 5th inning, only mileage will be paid to the umpires. Only one game fee will be paid for each game.

· Teams are allowed to fill their roster. Only rostered players are allowed to play in the provincials. Midget or Junior players can be brought up at any time without being on the roster. All players must play 5 games (in a 13 game schedule) to be eligible for the playoffs. A player must have at least 30 plate appearances to qualify for the league batting title. A player must pitch at least 20 innings to qualify for the league pitching title.
· If a team submits a player that can’t make the 5 required games for playoffs 70% acceptance from other teams.
· A player who is a pinch runner, designated batter, or plays in the field is considered to be in the game. A designated hitter may bat for any defensive player providing this is on the original lineup card prior to the game.

· The league shall adopt the re-entry rule as outline in the MBA handbook. All players in the starting lineup shall be permitted to re-enter the game once. These players upon re-entering must occupy the same position in the batting order but not necessarily the same defensive position.

· Intentional walks: If no one is on base, then an automatic pass will be granted. If any base is occupied, the pitcher must throw 4 pitches.
· League Umpire in Chief is to assign all home plate and base umpires for each team. The base umpires may be supplied by the home team in order to cut down on mileage fees. At least one ump must be registered with the MBA. Fees and mileage are to be set each year by the current Umpire in Chief according to the MBA recommendations.
· 2 Certified umps are required for playoffs and the final will use 3 man system
· Home team is to supply at least 3 new Diamond1 or Rawlings MLCAN baseballs for each game.

· Each home team shall have an official scorekeeper.

· Regular league games (rained out or postponed) must be played by the end of the regular schedule or in the next few days following as drawn up in the schedule by the current league executive.

· League games will be played on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays or Sundays when possible. All games are to start at 7:00 pm during the week and 2 pm on Sundays.  Double headers on Sunday’s are 1:00 & 6:00.  Playoff games will begin at 6:30 pm during the week.

· The league will be split into 2 divisions. North division will include Oak River, Hamiota, Virden, Elkhorn and Reston. South Division is Deloraine, Boissevain, Wawanessa, Souris and Hartney. 
· The playoffs will include the top 4 teams in each division. Teams tied in the league standings other than for a provincial berth will be decided on head to head throughout the year. If still tied MBA formula will be used only between teams that are tied.  If 3 teams are tied for 1st place the MBA formula will be used to determine the playoff standings with the winning team getting the bye and the other 2 teams will play a tie-breaking game with 2nd ranked team getting home field. The winner of this game will then play the team that got the bye to determine 1st place.

· If 2 teams are tied for 4th a one game playoff will occur. Playoff structure will be: 1 vs 4, 2 vs 3 in each division for the first round best of 3 series.  The winners will play of to decide each division champion. The final will be between each division champion. Best of 5 series for round 2 and Final series. 
· The top team in each division will play a one game playoff at the conclusion of the regular season to determine the leagues representative at AA provincials. If Wawanessa (host) is in first place the second place team in the south division will playoff instead.
· Game reports and stats sheets to be faxed to statistician, league president & media by the home team after every game. Contact numbers will be provided by the league executive each year.

· Game scores are to be phoned in to the league statistician asap following the game.

· Game scores/reports to be phoned in to the media, statistician & President prior to 10 pm on game day.

· Game report sheets to be faxed to the statistician within 24 hours after game.

· Any protest must be in writing to the league executive immediately following the game disputed.
· If stats not sent in as required by 10:00 and the next day a $50 fine will be incurred.

· Provincial Playoffs - AA - the league will be represented by an all star team.

· Provincial Playoffs - AA - if there is a host team in the league for provincials, the host team will alternate pick-ups after the league reps have made their first selection. (alternate picks until roster has been filled)
· 2 coaches picked from the league to run the team – the team that won the league prior is responsible for picking the 2nd coach from another team in the league

Every team sends a list to the coach picking the team – who they think are deserving to play in All Star Prov and if they are available to play.

· Teams that wish to forfeit a game must have the league executive approval. $50.00 fine to the home team.

· If a player is injured during the game and the injured team has substituted all of its players, they will be allowed to use one of the players who has been taken out of the game.

· A courtesy runner will be allowed for the catcher where there are 2 outs in an inning. This rule is not mandatory but highly suggested. A courtesy runner may be a player who is currently not in the lineup or the last out.
· Honorariums of $400.00 will be given to the Umpire in Chief position. 

· Honorarium of $350.00 will be given to the League Statistician for the maintenance of league stats and a website.  This includes all website costs as well.
· Protest Committee – President (Dale Brooks), Past president (Ron Seafoot), Umpire in chief (Doug Lunn)

* This updated SWBL League Constitution came as a result of the annual spring meeting held in Hartney on Wednesday April 20, 2016). A motion to adopt these changes/updates to the league constitution was made by Jason Billaney (Boissevain) and seconded by Wayne Gullet (Wawanessa).

15. Looking after the League in years to come are as follows:

2013-2014 Hamiota

2015-2016 Hartney

2017-2018 Deloraine

2019-2020 Reston

2021-2022 Elkhorn

2023-2024 Souris

2025-2026 Virden

2027-2028 Boissevain

2029-2030 Wawanessa

2031-2032 Oak River

